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Introduction

Polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) are used as flame retardants in a wide variety of consumer producis.
Concems surroundmg these compounds are primarily due do their ubiguitous presence in the environment as well as
in human tissue, such as milk, coupled with evidence indicating the potential for adverse effects, Despite these
concems, relatively fow studies are available in the hterature which charactenize and quantify mtake by humans. Tt
has commonly been assumed that dietary intake is the primary intake pathway, although recent analyses indicate that
inhalation and dermal contact with these compounds may alse contribute to total body burdens. The few studies
which e*llf'uluale PBDE:s in food from the U.S. suggest that fish contain higher levels of FBDEs than other sources in
the diet.'**

In this study, we measure PEDE concentrations in Southern Mississippi catfish in an effort to deternune background
levels and daily intake of these compounds from a primary food source for residents in this area of the United States.
Caifish in the Southern Mississippi region were chosen because these fish have radiionally been a common staple
in the diet of this region. Dean et al' have reported that Arkansas and Mississippi lead the US. in average per
capita consumption of catfish, Given this region-specific dietary pattem, catfish consumption could potentially
contribute significantly to the mtake of PBDEs i this population.



