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Letter to the Editor

Re: Evaluation of the Size and Type of
Free Particulates Collected From Unused
Asbestos-Containing Brake Components
as Related to Potential for Respirability
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Background In Atkinson et al. [2004] rinsates of unused brake components were
analyzed by transmission electron microscopy (TEM) for the presence of asbestos fibers.
Results We do not believe that the findings of Atkinson et al. are informative and could
have been predicted based on the study design and the fact that one would expect to find
measurable TEM asbestos fibers on an unused brake component. We also find that the
paper did not provide a full or even partial discussion of the published literature with
respect to industrial hygiene or epidemiology data.

Conclusion The findings of Atkinson et al. do not, in our view, “further raise concerns”
about historical asbestos exposures experienced by automotive mechanics because of the
vast amount of published literature to the contrary. Am. J. Ind. Med. 49:60-61, 2006.
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