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The study of occupational exposure to asbestos has been an ongoing activity for at least 
75 years, dating back to the papers of Merewether and Price (1930). Since that time, 
literally tens of thousands of air samples have been collected in an attempt to characterize 
the concentration of asbestos associated with various activities. Many of the individuals 
who developed diseases from the 1970s to the current day were often exposed to very 
high airborne concentrations because of direct or indirect exposure to either raw asbestos 
fiber or insulation during the approximate 1940–1970 time period. Often, these high 
exposures were associated with work in shipyards during and after World War II and the 
Korean War, as well as with decommissioning, which continued into the mid-1970s. This 
study reviews the historical asbestos concentrations measured in shipyards and presents a 
visual illustration of typical conditions and work practices. A majority of the photographs 
presented in this article depict work conditions at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, circa 
1940–1965, which is representative of other military shipyards of the time. 
 
 


